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This booklet s an interesting conteibution o the knowledge of frogs of the Ortental region for two reasons
This 18 n fact the first comprehensise work on this atea since the book £k duphibuat of the Indo Austrattan
arelup g publ shed by PN s AN KAMPLN 10 1923 Second y .ts iterest is tnercased by the fact that Java was the
first country where frogs (rom this part of the world were stuet.ad by western scientists, both i the field and . the
collections. 1 rogs of Java were sent by KUitt and v as Hasst11 Borr. Macn107 and others (see AD1 Tk, 1989) to
Le.den (Netherlands) and exenanged with Museams all over Eutope As a comequance, nany of the widely
distributed species of South Fast Asia have ther type fovality an Java (Indonesta). For these reasons many
soientists and amaleurs were awaiting a revised guide of the specaes of this island

This book clearly 1 not only meant for the suentists specialized m the Oriental batrachofa.na but aho for
the people woratng m the Lelu and conv.rned abowt «onsertaton matters 1L Ldes a chapler on the bio ogy
of amphib.ans. and an cxplanation of the classification adopted The aut10r adopts the lalest wiassit
proposed for the frogs of this regton. accepimg a family, Megophryidac and the dn mons of the B,llmnddc and
Ran.dac n particular the testricted conuept of the genus Ruiw as proposed by DUt (1987 1492

Twoxeys should help the reader to entily the adultsand tadpo.es of the amphitian species Tlvc adulthey
helps 10 fiad the wdentincation at the famly or sabfamihy lesel (lor ceitamn monotspic famihes the species s
wdicated) The Luthor aho proposes figarcs presenting drasmgs of mam ol the specs and showng their
eneral body shape Such drawings can be vers telu 1o help wentitication 1ae hey e the tupoles auows
wWentification at the species level and it 15 complered by dras ies of the weneral morphology of the Ladpotes and
of thewr mouthparts

1 the stsfen atu aapter, amphibians of Ty orders i dng eight fum dies. are presented gaing for ¢ ch
of the 41 spec.es the scientific name with s ctvm slogs the Fnel shname and the ocaltme The 1 pe-loc ties
and £y pe specme 1m are maicdted A short deseripion s folloned b data on adalt s z¢ skt texture and co.out
The deserpae p.rt is conploted B i series of ccoomical MIOrmation coneramg i production. habitat and
dict The distr.but on iy gien indieat ng proc se Jocant es s fere the spues has been feand n1az retereon, to
wallection specimens. and 1. 15 completdd by data on the dint. L1 outsde Laa and Bt Fonalfy the a thor
e 10 Covet sy nany e and siseusses eelated species. In 1 secton are Inted some of the hitle hnewn relite

AP A specas of 116 gonus Aadoper s o desrsbed as new o th ~boos Thied oF the ted spes es were
ntroduced by man ta Java

The hock prose 1ts (e 4 biblogrphy which s not 1m0 o1 snz compléte @ ¢ osn explar 11g the
technic terms ised i dngof the scentiic names of the anplibnns ox Java and Bt Ap indss 1 (e
L fames 14 10 Tngones.at and English names w. ows to fod elesant i form, Lot The pouk iishes
it very wselavo oun phetos o, the species preseited 11 ¢ previous ol apters Thes st 1as gt aset of
1he \Pecies aid 10 v s Ol color L i on s I s, o fo1 example Rura /i ¢ shawir g g bl
colour variant

The boon 1Lt 3 wIsphass SoIme % 2 iosses Lt ng ph L treatn ent ot s omm e 1does
o v omginal reRerenien 1o nmes of e <pecres memioned. and docs not hdate 1 names buied are
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synonyms. different combmations or even other species which are close 1o the species at stahe This may seem to
bea minor drawback, but it 1s important for .nformation retricval in bibliography cspec.ally .f the book is to be
used by non-specialists. There are no references in relation to the taxonomy adapted by the author which would
permat the reader Lo deepen its knowledge Some of the synonymies proposed. as for Bufo thlarogaster Daucn.
1807 (see Dt Bots & OHLER, 1999), are not supported by any data H would be very tseful (o join 4 map showing
the localitics mentioned, of to mdicate coordinates for these localities.

This book 15 clearly a first step 10 4 field guide of the amphibians of Java and Bal As a_knowledged by the
author .n the Ferenord, the book should be completed concerning distrioution dala, but a.s0 concerming
taxonomic information This ficld-guide will nevertheless be a useful tool to advance our state of know.cdge on
1he batrachofauna of this important subregion
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